97-1-31. txt 3/ 5/ 1997

For nore information, contact: January 31
1997

Karen Hanmel - 406-444-6179

M ke Sheard - 406-444-6189

PSC SCHEDULES US WEST/ AT&T ARBI TRATI ON HEARI NG TO BEG N FEB. 4

On Tuesday, Montanans nove one step closer to the reality of |oca
t el ephone conpetition
when the Public Service Conmi ssion begins a hearing to set terns and
condi tions for AT&T' s
return to | ocal tel ephone service in Montana. The comm ssion deci sion, which
nust be nmade by
March 20, will be a major step towards conpetition in |ocal tel ephone service.
The hearing will begin Tuesday, February 4, at 9 a.m, in the PSC s
Bol I'i nger Room 1701
Prospect Avenue. AT&T and US West Conmuni cations have asked the PSC to
arbitrate certain
i nterconnection i ssues which they have been unable to resolve. The hearing,
at whi ch AT&T and
US West will present testinony, is expected to |ast about ten days.
The Tel ecomruni cati ons Act of 1996 significantly changed the
communi cation industry.
Local phone conpani es, previously protected from conpetition, now nmust open
their markets to
ot her phone conpanies. They are required to negotiate agreenments with
t el ephone conpanies to
establ i sh whol esal e tel econmuni cation prices. |If parties are unable to
resolve pricing issues, they
may petition the PSCto arbitrate. US Wst and AT&T have filed such an
arbitration petition
with the comm ssion. A listing of the many, specific and conpl ex technica
i ssues identified for
arbitration is available fromthe PSC
The vision for telephone conpetition enables conpani es such as AT&T to
pur chase bul k
services fromexisting |ocal carriers such as US WEST, rather than building
new t el ephone
systens. The PSC s decision will determ ne the price AT&T pays US WEST for
tel ecommuni cation. The decision in this case sets the stage for consuner
choice for |loca
t el ephone servi ce.
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